Race relations in Augusta, Georgia 1900-1910 as reflected in the Augusta Chronicle and other related materials, 1975 by Smith, Maria Annette (Author)
RACE RELATIONS IN AUGUSTA, GEORGIA 1900-1910
AS REFLECTED IN THE AUGUSTA CHRONICLE AND
OTHER RELATED MATERIALS
A THESIS
SUBMITTED TO THE FACULTY OF ATLANTA UNIVERSITY
IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR










I. RACE RELATIONS AND BLACK SOCIO-ECONOMIC LIFE IN
AUGUSTA 19OO-191O 6
II. BLACK INSTITUTIONS AND LEADERS 17







Relationships based on race have attracted the attention of
Americans throughout the history of this nation. Central to the racial
problem has been the continued attempt to define for the Negro an in
ferior and depressed place in the American social order. After the
failure of Radical Reconstruction, and partly because of gains made by
blacks in the Reconstruction era, Negroes found themselves the target of
increasing racial prejudice and discrimination in all phases of life.
This mounting antipathy was particularly evident in the South. In
Georgia, "the Negro was not only the victim of political disfranchise-
ment and educational discrimination," but of such other forms of racial
proscriptions as MIJim Crow1 laws, lynching, and the convict lease sys
tem." As would be expected these degrading activities brought forth
numerous protests from Negroes of Georgia, When it became clear that
little could be done by Negroes to change either the course of official
racial policy or popular prejudice, blacks resorted to a time-tested
formula. This formula was based on the techniques of self-help, racial
unity, and economic development. Negroes of Augusta, Georgia, between
1900 and 1910, used each of these techniques for their advancement.
As the social environment became more hostile, they pooled their
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own slender resources to help themselves, while at the same time assert
ing pride in their own race. In the establishment of private educational
institutions, they had the moral and financial support of white men and
women of various religious denominations. Public schools for Augusta's
Negroes were generally of inferior quality and often over-crowded. The
evidence suggests strongly that most Augusta leaders concluded that it
was best to create segregated institutions owned and controlled by
Negroes.
In the process, they attempted to publicize the advances made by
Negroes and to solicit the good will and cooperation of white people of
Augusta. An examination of contemporary issues of the Augusta Chronicle,
reputed to be the oldest journal in Georgia, is revealing at this point.
Perhaps the most widely known of Augusta's Negro leaders was the Reverend
C. T. Walker, called by his contemporaries the "Black Spurgeon." An
article, written by Rev. Walker, which appeared in the Chronicle is illus
trative of their concern;
In order to settle the status of negro citizenship we must
be willing to co-operate with our white fellow citizens. The
interests of the two races are identical. It is a mistake to
expect the settlement of the race problem by political parties
or by presidential messages. The people must expect protection
by cultivating the friendship of the people among whom they live,
and only in that way. I am one of those who believe that the
colored man should not stop to worry about position and office
under any administration. That is a secondary consideration.
Equal rights before the law, protection to life and property, the
right to exist, the right to vote, the right to earn a living,
the right to be a man, the right to be a freedman and a freeman,
the right to expect equal and extent justice irrespective of
creed, color or condition, is a greater privilege than being an
officeholder.2
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"Rev. C. T. Walker's Counsel to the Colored People," Augusta
Chronicle, January 2, 1902, p. 7.
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In other words, Walker was of the opinion that Negroes should learn to
co-operate with each other and whites on a local level before striving
for higher goals in public office. Negroes should become concerned with
earning a living and all rights included in the Constitution of the
United States, and mainly with being considered a man. When these things
were accomplished, the Negro's citizenship status should be settled.
The purpose of this study is to discuss the relationship between
the white and non-white population of Augusta, Georgia during the early
part of the twentieth century. The study is based on a number of primary
sources which are to be found in the official records of both the city
of Augusta and County of Richmond. Since the sources dealing with black
people are not as plentiful as the investigator would like, a great deal
of reliance was placed on the local daily newspapers. Unfortunately
newspaper accounts can not always be depended to furnish unbiased truth.
News relating to Negroes fall into three broad categories: articles com
plimentary to Negroes, often written by black leaders and accepted for
publication, or straight news items regarding church or school functions
and programs, and news stories which depict the activities of "disturbers
of the peace," the raucous element found among all groups, whose antics
appear in many newspapers. It was felt that examples of these categories
should be included in this study, with an attempt by the writer to in
terpret their meaning and significance in this period in the history of
the Negro in Augusta. It will be noted that white editors were upholders
of "white supremacy" and as a result were selective in the material they
accepted for publication. A rule of thumb would be that those articles
authored by Blacks which appeared in the newspapers, were those which
served to support the accepted philosophy of a segregated society as the
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best arrangement for the two races in Augusta.
The population as listed by the United States Census Bureau was as
follows: In 1890 the total population was 33t3OO; in 1900, 39,411; in
1910, 37,942. In the latter year the non-white population was 18,487.
Between 1910 and 1920, the total population increased from 37*942 to
52,548, In 1900 Augusta ranked 94th among the nation's cities. As
stated earlier, the total population in 1900 was 39,411, showing an
increase of 6,151* This meant that Negroes were 48,9 per cent of the
1900 population and 41.4 per cent of the 1910 population. Negroes
numbered 18,847, and whites 20,954. Ten years later the total population
of Augusta had decreased to 37f942. Negroes were still in the minority
in that year, numbering 15*711 (See Appendixes I, II, III, and IV).
Augusta lies on Georgia's eastern boundary, about 125 miles from the
mouth of the Savannah River. It is one of the oldest of Georgia's cities,
being established by James Edward Ogiethorpe as an outpost for trade in
1735. It is the seat of Richmond County, which was created in 1777. The
city served from 1785 to 1795 as the state capital. Negroes have formed
a part of its population throughout its history. Both slaves and free
Negroes were to be found there in the ante-bellum period. In the early
twentieth century, Negroes lived in five wards of the city with the
majority of Negro homes and businesses concentrated in the Second, Third
and Fourth Wards.
The Negro section, located on the east side of town, was called
3
U. S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. Fifteenth
Census of the United States; 1930. Characteristics of the Population,
Vol. I., Georgia, pp. 11-12.
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"the Terry," an abbreviation for the territory in 1900. This section
consisted of rows of single cabins crowding the alleys and short
streets. Many of the streets possessed such picturesque names as Thank
God Alley, Electric Light Alley, Glass Factory Alley and Tincup Alley.
In most cases these names were applied to these locations by Negroes
themselves. Their educational, social and religious institutions were
located near this section of town. For example, the Tabernacle Baptist
Church and the Pilgrim Health and Life Insurance Company were to be
found in this area.
Writers' Program of the Works Projects Administration. Augusta:
Federal Writers' Project in Georgia. (Augusta: Tidwel1 Printing Supply
Company, 1938), p. 45.
CHAPTER I
RACE RELATIONS AND BLACK SOCIO-ECONOMIC LIFE
IN AUGUSTA 19OO-191O
Prior to 1900, racial segregation was practiced both on a voluntary
basis, and on an involuntary basis, but it was not institutionalized
until the first decade of the twentieth century. Street cars in Augusta
were not segregated until a fatal incident occurred on a street car on
May 13» 1900. A young white man, Aleck Whitney, was murdered on a
street car by a Negro, William Wilson, a painter, over some misunder
standing about a seat. There was an attempt to lynch him after he was
arrested, but Wilson was removed from the city by train. This effort to
protect Wilson was fruitless because he was eventually lynched near
Bel-Air. This account was given by an observer:
The body was riddled with bullets. It was said on the
street in Augusta later in the afternoon that 11^ bullet
holes were found in it. Whether this be true or not it is
certain that the body was riddled with bullets. It was
left on the roadside, and those who called themselves the „
avengers of Aleck Whitneyfs death returned to their homes.
Wilson's lynching was condoned by the people of Augusta. The
Augusta Chronicle even supported the lynching:
The lynching of the negro William B. Wilson, murderer of
Mr. Aleck Whitney, was expected by the community after it was
"Augusta Horrified by Brutal Murder," Augusta Chronicle, May
1900, p. 1.
2llMurder Followed by a Lynching," ibid., May 15f 1900, p. 1.
learned that he had been taken from the Georgia train at Grove-
town. The delay in dispatching him gave evidence of the desire
on the part of his captors to be absolutely certain that there
was no question of his guilt.
That the negro richly deserved to speedily explicate his
crime there can be no two opinions. That he merited speedy
death is conceded by both white and black.
It has been about 25 years since a lynching had taken place
in this county and it is a singular coincidence that in that
case the victim killed a prominent citizen of Augusta on a
street car absolutely with out provocation.
Some regulation must be adopted and enforced which will
separate the races on the street cars.3
In that same month, the city government of Augusta enacted an ordinance
that the races were to be separated on the street cars. Thus the whites
of the city decided among themselves that it was time for total separa
tion of the races by law.
Negroes did not take this action lightly because on the day that
it was implemented, Negroes boycotted the street cars. It was not known
how long the boycott lasted, but the ordinance must not have been too
effective because eight years later a Negro woman, Fannie Tucker, was
arrested and charged with refusing to move to the back on a street car.
The judge, deciding to use her as an example for other Negroes, sent her
to jail for ninety days since she was unable to pay the fine of forty-
five dollars.
That Negroes did not take kindly to forcible tactics used by white
policemen in apprehending Negro lawbreakers, might be expected. But
Negroes who assisted white law officers were also the objects of their
wrath. The following incident is illustrative of this:
Alec Williams, colored, assisted Detective Wise and Sheron
in arresting a negro criminal yesterday afternoon and for so
•3
-'"Yesterday Lynching," Editorial, ibid., May 15i 1900, p. k.
L
"Race Separation on Street Cars," ibid., September 22, 1908, p. 7
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doing he was mobbed by a gang of negroes, who left him for
dead in the road. Lawlessness of this sort is what causes
policemen to use billy and pistol when they get in close
quarters. The policemen know that there is danger in dealing
with turbulent negroes and self-protection is the first law
of nature. Not only has it arrived at that point where in
tough territory negroes resist the officers, but they will
retaliate with a beating on any negro, who becomes familiar
with the officers.5
Negro citizens were not only the victims of police brutality,
but of violent treatment by private white individuals as well. This
can be seen from the description below of one such encounter:
A race riot was narrowly averted in the southern part of
the city yesterday morning, and only the timely assistance and
protection of one determined man, prevented bloodshed.
A collector for a local loan association called on Rosa
Bines, a colored woman, who lives at the corner of Marbury and
South Boundary to collect some money which she had promised to
pay. She could not or would not make the payment and it is
said that the collector began cursing the woman. She ordered
him from the house, where upon he struck her in the eye. The
woman says that he used brass knucks, though the police dis
credit this statement, as they do not think that the nature of
the wounds would indicate the use of such weapon. It was a
severe blow, however, as evidenced by the appearance of her eye
when exhibited at head quarters."
Many of the problems between the races were created by the lack of
employment. Without work, one cannot purchase the necessities of life.
This is the reason Negro leaders stressed that Negroes should join
together and form their own shops, factories and thereby provide work for
their own race.
The punishment that Fannie Tucker received was provided for in the city
ordinance. A person's fine could not exceed one hundred dollars or
ninety days in jail. The type of punishment was left to the judge. C. E.
Dunbar, Code of the City of Augusta, Georgia (Augusta: Wolfe and Lombard
Company, 1909)» p. 172.
''"Negroes Mob a Brother," Augusta Chronicle, November 30, 1900,
p. 2.
6
"There was Almost a Race Riot," ibid., August 2, 1901, p. 5.
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The general socio-economic conditions showed some signs of improve
ment from 1900 to 1910. Examination of the available written sources,
along with interviews of individuals who lived during this period affirm
that the Negro's socio-economic life or growth was somewhat limited by
white prejudice. As indicated by many scholars, the center of most Negro
activities was the church. Augusta was no exception to this pattern of
behavior. The churches were the main means of communication which en
abled the Negro community to keep up with current news such as births,
marriages, deaths and other events. The first book that most Negroes
learned to read was the Bible and individuals were encouraged to read it
as part of their educational experience.
As was true of other communities, several organizations emerged from
the Negro churches in Augusta. In an age in which Negroes found it dif
ficult, if not impossible, to join established white insurance companies,
church fraternal orders and benefit societies were extremely important.
Historically, such organizations gave financial assistance at the time
of sickness and paid small, but welcome death benefits. The Young Mutual
Society of Augusta was one such organization. It usually collected
weekly dues ranging from 25 cents to 50 cents and it was listed as a
benefit society.' Other fraternal orders and mutual aid societies were:
Reading Room, Star Club, Workingmen's Loan Building Association, Work-
ingman's Social Club, Brothers and Sisters of Love, Friendship Union,
Hosana Society, Independent Sons and Daughters, Moral Society and Sons
John Hope Franklin, From Slavery to Freedomi A History of Negro
Americans (New York: Vintage Books, 1969), p. 406. Also see August
Meier, Negro Thought in America. 1880-1915: Radical Ideologies in the
Age of Booker T. Washington (Ann Arbor, Michigan: University of Michigan
Press, 1971), pp. 142-43.
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Daughters of Summerville. These groups met in such public halls and
buildings as the Loving Union Hall, Odd Fellows Hall and Starr's
As Professor August Meier points out, "the development of Negro
insurance is especially significant" in this connection. One important
company which evolved into a permanent enterprise is the Pilgrim Health
and Life Insurance Company, which was organized in Augusta, Georgia on
May 2, I898. The founder of this institution was Solomon W. Walker
who shared his dream with three other associates, namely, Walter S.
Hornsby, Sr., Thomas J. Walker, brother of Solomon, and J. C. Collier
who later became a physician. The organization took place in the home
of Reverend Thomas Jefferson Hornsby, the father of Walter Hornsby,
located at 1741 Milledgeville Road under a Richmond County charter.
Originally the company was named The Pilgrim Benevolent Aid Association,
and Rev. Thomas Jefferson Hornsby, a black civic leader, became president.
He was born at Blythe, Georgia, in Burke County on October 22, 1852. His
formal education was pursued at the Augusta Institute (now Morehouse
College).
In 1905, the Georgia legislature passed a law requiring all Benevo
lent Associations to place on deposit the sum of $5,000 for the protection
of policy or certificate holders. Because of the inability to secure
this sum, Reverend Thomas Jefferson Hornsby suggested that other societies
in the community with similar problems pool their resources and merge
Q
Augusta City Directory (Augusta: Maloney Directory Company, 1909),
pp. 104, 111.
9Ibid., p. 62.
Taken from the Fiftieth Anniversary Book of the Pilgrim Health
and Life Insurance Company. 1949. dp. 1-4. '
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their activities under one banner. Receptive to the suggestion were the
operators of the Cooperative Industrial Society, the Benevolent Relief
and Benefit Association and the Southern Mutual Aid Society. Along with
the Pilgrim Benevolent Aid Association, they all united and became the
Pilgrim Health and Life Insurance Company.
After the death of Reverend Thomas Jefferson Hornsby in 1901,
Reverend Charlie Williams became president until the merger with the other
companies in 1905, then A. B. Powell of the Benevolent Relief and Benefit
Association assumed the presidency. Powell was succeeded by H. C. Young
and after the death of Young, the company was again entrusted to the
leadership of Reverend Mr. Williams, with Dr. Walter S. Hornsby, Sr.,
12
serving as the general manager of the company.
The statement below, made on the occasion of the observance of the
company's fiftieth anniversary, sums up quite clearly the reasons for its
existence:
The Pilgrim Health and Life Insurance Company was founded
as a medium through which Negro people could combine their scanty
means for mutual protection against sickness and death. Its
second purpose was to provide employment for Negro boys and ,-
girls in a field where employment was heretofore denied them.
By 1909, records show that there were other insurance companies operating
in Augusta, namely, Atlanta Mututal Insurance Company, Great Southern Home
Industrial Association, Georgia Mutual Life and Health Insurance Company






Augusta City Directory. 1909, pp. 141-142.
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Unfortunately, the official reports of the city tax assessor for
this period fail to give the racial identification of property owners.
The itemized tax digest for 1904 lists total assessments for all citizens,
for example, of such items of property as household furniture, automo
biles, and other vehicles. The same is true of the annual tax digests.
What was done was to check the names of persons whom the investigator
knew to be Negroes, for the years 1902-1911. Using this technique, a
number of Augusta Negro citizens and their property ownership, along with
the value of such property, was found. The following is a partial listing
for these years: The largest property owners and their assets whom the
investigator could identify as Negroes were Or. George N. Burress, whose
total property value was $10,500; Dr. Adolphus Gordon, $5,000; Rev.
Charles T. Walker, $3,600, and William J. White, the editor of the
Georgia Baptist newspaper, $2,825.00. Others who owned valuable property
included Lucy Laney, who paid taxes on a house and three lots in the city,
and Walter S. Hornsby, Sr., the insurance executive, who owned three
houses and lots. Silas X. Floyd, the editor of the Augusta Sentinel and
principal of the First Ward public school, owned a house on Twelfth
Street, assessed at $1,200, and a lot on First Avenue, assessed at $125.
Among the other property owners were Augustus R. Johnson, public school
principal, John Tutt, a Haines Institute teacher, and Frank M. Walker, who
lived on Mill Street. Property ownership is often one key to the degree
to which citizens exercise influence in their community, as well as in
the larger society. It seems significant that these Negroes were among
Augusta, Georgia City Tax Digest, 1902-1911, pp. 321, 471, 514,
586, 994, 1018, and 1050. '
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those whose influence was to be felt in the city, and their voices were
heard when they spoke out on behalf of their race.
As suggested above, the professional class in the city furnished
the leadership in attempting to better the condition of the Negro group.
Within this class were to be found the ministers, teachers, newspaper
editors, and medical doctors,
Negro physicians found it difficult to develop a thriving practice,
mainly because their practice was limited to patients of their own race.
Adding to the difficulty was the fact that some blacks tended to patron
ize white doctors, even though under strictly segregated circumstances.
In 1909, according to the Augusta City Directory, there were twelve
practicing Negro medical doctors in Augusta. Older inhabitants remember
that among the best known were G. N. Burress, A. Gordon, S. S. Johnson,
L. H. Stinson, and G. S. Stoney.
Negro physicians administered to patients in the Lamar Hospital,
the Negro hospital in the city, which was founded in March, 1895. In
January, 1902, however, the Augusta City Council Hospital Committee
negotiated the following contract for the City Hospital and the Lamar
Hospital:
This agreement, made and entered into this First day of
September, 1902, between the City Council of Augusta, a muni
cipal corporation under the laws of Georgia, hereinafter called
Council, and the Faculty of the Medical Department of the Univer
sity of Georgia, at Augusta, hereinafter called Faculty,
Witnesseth:
That said Council has agreed to turn over and deliver to
said Faculty and said Faculty has agreed to accept and assume
the entire and exclusive management, control and direction of
the two hospitals in Augusta, one known as the City Hospital,
to be used exclusively for white persons, and Lamar Hospital,
to be used exclusively for negroes or colored persons,
for the term and upon the considerations, conditions and pro
visions herein set out.16
Each hospital was to receive 25 beds for indigent or charity patients,
while the appropriations for each hospital was as follows: City
Hospital, $5»666.64 and Lamar Hospital, $786.60, which amounted to
13«8 per cent of the total. While this was one case of involuntary
separation, another case involved establishing the Colored Nurses Home
because Negro women were excluded from such facilities in the training
of nurses.
The mortality rate among Negroes in Augusta is revealed in Appendix
IX, which indicates what diseases were present from 1902 through 1906.
The charts included facts concerning how many whites and Negroes died of
these different types of ailments: For example, there were 112 cases
of pneumonia in 1904, thirty-two were white, out of a population of
26,065 while eighty were Negroes out of a population of 17,316; in
January, 1906, three Negroes died of acute indigestion while in May
only one white person died; December, 1905, one white died of brights
disease and in February, 1906, two Negroes died of the same disease, and
in April, 1906, one white and one Negro died by drowning.
There were two Negro cemeteries in the city. On January 6, 1902,
James Calhoun, the keeper of the "Colored" cemetery, reported in the
City Council Minutes of Augusta that the number of interments during the
Augusta City Council Minutes, September 22, 1902, p. 58. When
the University Hospital was finished in 191^, Negroes were transferred
to the Lamar Wing, while whites were placed in the Barrett Wing.
17Ibid., p. 60.
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month of December totaled forty and returns for fees collected, $57*50.
(See Appendix IX).
In 1909. there were thirty-seven grocers, one baker, thirty-six
barbers, two bicycle repairers and dealers, twenty clothes cleaners and
pressers, forty-nine cook shops, one jeweler, four meat markets, eight
nurses, one real estate agent, one restaurant, twenty-nine shoemakers,
18
thirteen tailors, six undertakers, and four upholsters.
Other institutions in the city included the Baptist Church Old
Folks Home and the Old Folks Home, the latter founded by Rev, Charles
T. Walker* These homes were formed because of the exclusion of Negroes
from white senior citizen's homes.
The majority of working Augustans were domestics and laborers. Due
to the inability of some to accumulate enough money for an economic stake
in the community, a few spent their time begging. In reference to this
problem, the Augusta Chronicle made the following observation:
Street beggars are getting to be a nuisance in the city.
There seems to have been an influx of negroes from other
sections that prefer to obtain their living in this manner
instead of working and it was the cause of many complaints.
The alms-seeker seem to have chosen the federal building
and the side walks in that district as their principal territory.
For several days past it has been almost impossible to pass that
way without being stopped. Some of them plead that they need
just one more dime in order to buy a ticket out of town.
Others have been sick or have sickness in their families.
One apparently strong young darkey who was around early in
the week wanting help to get out of town has taken a stand
at the corner of Campbell and Green Streets just in front of
the post office. Yesterday he was begging assistance to bury a
child, he claimed had died the night before.20
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Augusta City Directory* 1909, pp. 770-777.
19Ibid., p. 101.
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"Many Negroes Are Begging," Augusta Chronicle. June 12, 19O3»
p. 8.
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If the observations and allegations above are accurate, some
Negroes apparently felt that it was better to beg than take some of
the jobs that were being offered. The wages were poor and the hours
were long. Some whites wondered why many Negroes did not want to work.
Many whites felt that Negroes were just lazy, as can be seen from the
article quoted below:
Why is it asked a gentleman who employs many negro laborers,
of a representative of the Chronicle, yesterday afternoon, that
with all of the idle negroes in the city, it is almost an im
possibility to hire a negro for regular work?
He cited instance after instance, where attempts have been
made recently to secure steady workmen in various enterprises,
which offered from 15 to 20 cents per hour, and steady work,
with pay at the same rate for overtime, after 10 hours, but in
every instance in particular where advertisement had been made
for cotton pickers, 100 being wanted, and the number secured
was so small that it was ridiculous, and nearly all of the
applicants were women and boys.
An investigation was then made of a few of the largest
concerns employing negro labor, at a good rate of pay, and the
same answer was received from each of them, to the effect that
the town is full of idle, loafing, and thereby dangerous
negroes, who seem to have no work of any kind except a short
job picked up when the negro wants it. The police courts, he
said, are full nearly everyday of these worthless vagabonds,
who manage some way to get off by having some of the negroes
either to go on their bond, and then forfeiting it, or else
pay the fine for them.
Living out of some white man's kitchen, or petty thievery,
and crap shooting, seem to be the only visible means of support
of this class of negroes, he said.21
If several Negroes did not work, it was assumed that most unemployed
Negroes were worthless vagabonds, and thereby dangerous.
Some Negroes felt that life in Augusta had become unbearable, so
they decided to emigrate to the north. Most thought the north was a
kind of a "promised land," but another reason can be seen in this
21"Labor Conditions in Augusta, and Negro Vagrants," ibid.,
October 20, 1910, p. 7.
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report carried in the Chronicle;
The emigration from here is due largely to the closing of
the tourist hotels. Such help as is employed in the local
hostelries have been given extremely cheap railroad rates to
New York, the reduced fare being about $11 against about
$25 ordinarily. The cheap rate is not confined alone to those
who have been employed at the hotels, but can be enjoyed by
any one who claims to be going north to secure such employment.
The result is that for each regular hotel employee two or three
outsiders are taking advantage of the rate to get beyond sunny
Dixie, believing that in the north they will prosper more than
here.22
Lack of employment opportunities, along with cheap transportation
accounted for the emigration of a large number of potential workers.
Negroes were in search of better housing and jobs.
Thus, Negro leaders in Augusta came to understand what had become
all too clear to American blacks generally. In short, it was that they
had to rely mainly on their own cooperative efforts in a society which
was often hostile. As a result they emphasized such virtues as sobriety
and hard work along with the techniques of self-help and solidarity.
This approach was reflected in, and found expression in, the institu
tionalized activities of black Augusta. Many of those who found it
impossible to live a life of dignity in Augusta, emigrated to the North
in search of wider opportunities.
22|lThink the East Negro's Paradise," ibid., April 13, 1905, p. 7.
CHAPTER II
BLACK INSTITUTIONS AND LEADERS
Even before jim-crow street cars in Augusta were legally recog
nized, separation of the races was already accepted and practiced in
churches, schools and other social organizations. This separation was
voluntary as well as involuntary. The church especially has always
been the dominant force in the black community. One reason is because
it is here where Negroes could release all their inhibitions, emotional
as well as religious.
During this period, the important Negro leaders in Augusta were:
Rev. Silas X. Floyd, Rev. Charles T. Walker, Rev. Daniel McHorton,
Bishop Lucius H. Holsey, Walter S. Hornsby, Sr., Solomon Walker and
Miss Lucy C. Laney. Frequently these persons' activities were featured
in the conservative Augusta Chronicle.
Reverend Mr. Floyd was born in Augusta on October 2, 1869. After
attending the public schools of the city, he went to Atlanta University
where he received his A. B. degree in 189**. In 1912, he was the recipient
of the honorary D.D. degree from Morris Brown University. He became
pastor of Tabernacle Baptist Church where he served until he decided to
resign and allow the Reverend Mr. Walker to return to the city and become
the pastor of the church once again. He was the editor of the Augusta
Sentinel, a black newspaper, and in 1903 he was elected principal of the
18
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First Ward Grammar School. Because of the need for such an organiza
tion Floyd, and other Negro editors, pooled their resources and organized
the Negro Press Association of Georgia in Augusta in December, 1892.
Reverend Floyd wrote most of the articles which appeared in the
Augusta Chronicle. Conservative in his approach, on one occasion he
asserted that the relations between the races in Augusta were more
peaceful and pleasant than in any other city below the Mason and Dixon
Line. He attributed this to the will and actions of "white people and
the conservative, level-headed and educated Negro men in charge of Negro
schools and churches." There seems to be no reason to believe that he
did not reflect the sentiment of contemporary black leaders of the city.
Among the more prominent Negro churches and their pastors were:
Tabernacle Baptist Church, Charles T. Walker; Springfield Baptist Church,
Rev. G. H. Dwelle, a native Augustan, whose influence was peace and good
will always; Thankful Baptist Church, in the downtown district, Rev.
F. R. Wallace; Trinity C.M.E. Church, Rev. N. F. Haygood; Bethel A.M.E.
Church, Rev. John H. Este; Zion Baptist Church, Rev. W. J. Holland and
the Presbyterian Church at Haines School, Rev. C. J. Baker. Floyd felt
that these ministers were providing constructive leadership for the
Negro community.
lnSilas X. Floyd, Col., The New Principal," Augusta Chronicle,
February 15» 1903. P- 16.
2Clarence A. Bacote, "Some Aspects of Negro Life in Georgia, 1880-
1908." Journal of Negro History 43 (July 1958): 211.
3Silas X. Floyd, "Prosperity of the Negroes in Augusta," Augusta
Chronicle, November 3, 1907, p. 9.
Ibid., p. 11.
20
In addition, there was a Catholic church in the city, the Church
of the Irrmaculate Conception, founded in 1909- The children were
taught by two priests and the Franciscan sisters.
The oldest Negro church in Augusta is the Springfield Baptist
Church. It was organized in 1781 by Rev. Jessie Peters, along with
former members of the Silver Bluff, South Carolina Baptist Church, in a
field near a spring. The Silver Bluff Baptist Church has been con
sidered by many historians as being the oldest black church in the
United States.
The Tabernacle Baptist Church was also an important center of
Negro activities during this period. It was organized with thirty mem
bers on August 21, 1885 as the Beulah Baptist Church. The organiza
tional meeting was held in the Union Baptist Church. Until this year,
the members who formed this church were worshipping in the Central
Baptist Church of Augusta, now located at the corner of Twelfth and
Hopkins. On August 23i I885t the Reverend Mr. Walker, the organizer
and pastor, suggested that the name of the church be changed to the
Tabernacle Baptist Church. These were the best known of Augusta's
Q
Negro churches. Among the Augusta leaders who attained national promi
nence was Charles T. Walker. He was born near Hephzibah, Georgia on
Writers1 Program, op. cit., p. 155.
Taken from the Anniversary Bulletin of the Springfield Baptist
Church of Augusta, Georgia, 1973-
Taken from the Anniversary Bulletin of the Tabernacle Baptist
Church of Augusta, Georgia, 197**«
Q
Names of other Negro churches can be found in Appendix VI.
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February 5» 1858 to Thomas and Hannah Walker, the youngest of eleven
o
children. He attended the old Augusta Institute where he completed
the literary and theological course and was ordained in 1877. The
degree of Bachelor of Divinity was received from State University,
Kentucky. Reverend Walker became a permanent resident of Augusta when
he was called to pastor the Central Baptist Church in 1883- After
founding the Tabernacle Baptist Church in 1885, he later served as
pastor of Mount Olivet Baptist Church in New York City in 1899. In
1901, he returned to pastor Tabernacle and subsequently established or
moved the Walker Baptist Normal Institute from Waynesboro, Georgia to
12
Augusta in 1891 where he felt that it would thrive better. The high
regard in which he was held can be seen in this statement by a long-time
resident of Augusta: "Many whites felt that he was too intelligent to
13
be a Negro."
For many years, Walker was pastor of the Tabernacle Baptist Church
in Augusta. In this church, many people of all walks of life came to
hear this influential man. Among these were John D. Rockefeller, Presi
dent William Howard Taft, Gen. Rush C. Hawkins, Dr. David Gregg and
Lyman B. Goff. He was the founder of the spacious 135th Street Branch
9Silas X. Floyd, Life of Charles T. Walker (New York: Negro
Universities Press, 1969), pp. 20-21.
Samuel W. Bacote, Who's Who Among The Colored Baptists of the
United States (Kansas City: Franklin Hudson Publishing Company, 1913)*
p. 44.
"White Response to Negro Appeal," Augusta Chronicle, August 18,
1907, p. 1.
12Floyd, Life of Charles T. Walker, p. 48.
13
Mrs. Maude Bennett, 78 years of aqe, private interview held at
her home,
Irs g i
i, Augusta, Georgia, October 13, 1973.
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Young Men's Christian Association in New York City. He was one of the
prominent figures of the National Baptist Convention of the United
States. Dr. Walker was vice-president of the Georgia State Convention
and moderator of the Walker Association. He had also traveled exten-
14
sively to Europe and the Holy Land. He preached in Exeter Hall and
Spurgeon's Tabernacle in London and was the founder of the Old Folks'
Home in Augusta.
Reverend Walker felt that every Negro should acquire as much
education as possible. Despite the wide appeal that industrial educa
tion had for many around the turn of the century, he refused to advocate
it. He asserted that:
I do not believe in special education for the colored man.
He needs the same kind of education as other people. He
has proved his susceptibility to the highest intellectual
attainment, and, while he needs industrial training, he
should strive to secure the highest possible development
along all lines. Every mind was a mind for growth and
development and its nature is sinned against when it is
doomed to ignorance. It is better to have a dead body
hung to one than a dead mind.16
From 1900 to 1910 there were four Negro public schools in Augusta:
First Ward Grammar School, principal Henry L. Walker; Mauge Street
Grammar School, A. R. Johnson principal; Fifth Ward Grammar, principal
17
M. J. Dryscoll and Second Ward Grammar, Isaiah Blocker principal.
Carter G« Woodson, The History of the Negro Church (Washington,
D. C: The Associated Publishers, 1945), pp. 222-23-
S. W. Bacote, Who's Who Among The Colored Baptist of the
United States, pp. 44-45.
l6Floyd, Life of Charles T. Walker, p. 153.
'Augusta City Directory, 1909, pp. 54, 99-101-
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According to the U. S. Census of 1900 there were in the city 6,316
Negroes between the ages of five and twenty, while the school age popu-
18
lation of whites numbered 6,645. The Negro public school enrollment
for that year was only 1,886? that of whites was 3,080. Negroes con
stituted 37.9 per cent of the total public school population in 1900.
Meanwhile there were ten white public schools and nineteen white private
schools. The following table gives the enrollment of Negroes by school
and year from 1900 through 1906.
Richmond County School Board Record"
Table of Enrollment 1900 1902 1903 1904 1905 1906
Fifth Ward School 120 95 116 81 83 90
First Ward School 621 517 516 519 445 424
Mauge Street School 907 996 949 837 817 848
Second Ward School 208 242 267 236 216 234
^Richmond County Board of Education Records, 1900-1910.
Note: An examination of this table shows that enrollments were not con
stant. In this six-year period, the enrollment in both the Fifth and
Second Ward Schools tended to become lower. Figures for the Mauge
Street School and Second Ward speak for themselves. The reason for the
lack of substantial increases in enrollment was given as overcrowding in
available classrooms.
The private Negro schools were Paine College, Walker Baptist
Institute, Nellieville Academy, Tobert's Academy, and the nationally




U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Abstract of
the Twelfth Census of the United States, 1900s Population (Washington,
D. C.s Government Printing Office, 1902), p. 112.
19
Augusta City Directory. 1909, pp. 99-101.
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Lucy Craft Laney, one of Georgia's leading educators, was born
a slave in 1854 to David and Louise Laney. Born in Macon, Georgia,
she spent most of her childhood in Savannah. Her father was a preacher
20
or exhorter, as such workers were called in the ante-bellum period.
She learned to read and write at an early age and entered Atlanta Uni
versity at the age of fifteen. Miss Laney was one of four students
to graduate from Atlanta University in its Higher Normal Department
21
class in June 23, 1&73« She began teaching in Savannah, but because
of failing health she moved to Augusta in search of a more healthful
climate. When her health improved, she returned to Savannah tempor
arily.
Miss Laney returned to Augusta to establish a school sponsored by
the Presbyterian Board of Missions. On January 6, 1886, she opened the
little school in the basement or lecture room of the Christ Presbyterian
Church, at Cummings and Telfair Streets in the city, with an enrollment
22
of six pupils. Six pupils grew to 234 pupils the second year and some
good fortune came when she was able to rent a large deserted house for
a low price because it had the reputation of being haunted. This became




Sadie I. Daniel, Women Builders (Washington, D. C: The
Associated Publishers, 1931)» pp. 1-2.
21
Clarence A. Bacote, The Story of Atlanta University: A Century
of Service, 1865-1965 (Atlanta: Atlanta University, 1969), p. 35-
22
Daniel, op. cit., pp. 3-4.
23
Sylvia G. L. Dannett, Negro Heritage Library: Profiles of Negro
Womanhood, 1619-1900 (Chicago: Educational Heritage Inc., 1964), I
p. 281.
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The school, which became an influential and valuable co-educational
institution, took the name of Mrs. F. E. H. Haines, of Milwaukee, who
was the President of the Women's Executive Committee of Home Missions.
Miss Laney was eventually allocated $10,000 from the Presbyterian
Mission Board because her school had become more widely known. A private
contribution was made and this enabled her to purchase a piece of land
on which a brick building was later erected. It is interesting to note
that Mary McCleod Bethune, later taught for a year at the school built
2k
with this money. The school expanded from a single classroom to a
prospering educational community of 1,000 students, served by a number
of well-equipped buildings and a large faculty. An Augusta citizen,
familiar with the school's history, recalls that "throughout the schools
history, Miss Laney had to continue to beg and borrow money for the
25
support of the school." ' It can be said of this remarkable woman that
her philosophy of life was that she stood for everything that was good
26
and contended for everything that was right.
Miss Margaret Louise Laney, the last close relative of Miss Laney
and the only one known to be living in Augusta at present, recalls
staying with her aunt after her mother died:
We had chapel everyday and I think Haines was the first
high school to have football, I'm not sure. Since there were
no Negro high schools for us to play in the very beginning,
we'd play Benedict College and Allen University. Claflin and
South Carolina State in Orangeburg and we used to play Paine
College right here in Augusta.
2k
Rackham Holt, Mary McCleod Bethune; A Biography (Garden City,
New York: Ooubleday and Company, 1964), p. 47.
25
Mrs. Braxton, 68 years of age, private interview held at her
home, Augusta, Georgia, November 2, 1974.
26
Horace D. Slatter, "Negro Methodist Conference Open," Augusta
Chronicle, May 5» 1910, p. 7.
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We'd get there by train and later on, we'd go in what
I guess you'd call trucks now; they weren't station wagons.
We always had very good artists come to the school to
give concerts. A favorite project of my aunt included Marion
Anderson, Roland Hayes and a nephew of Frederick Douglass who
played the violin. People like that used to come during the
year to give concerts for the students and for the community
at large.27
Another important contemporary figure was Lucius Henry Holsey.
He was born July 3» 1842 near the city of Columbus, Georgia. He attended
Augusta Baptist College and served as pastor of Trinity Colored Metho
dist Episcopal Church in Augusta. He later became a Bishop in the
Colored Methodist Episcopal Church in the South and was responsible
for the Paine College idea. Besides his work at Paine College, he
founded Holsey Normal and Industrial Academy in Cordele, Georgia in
1902; the Helena B. Cobb School for Girls at Barnesville, Georgia and
29
he started Lane College in Tennessee.
His biographer has described him in the following glowing terms:
He lived on earth and walked with men, but he kept his
mind in the region of the lofty etheral and fed his soul
with the manna from above. He was sun kissed and star
crowned.30
He died August 17, 1920. According to those who knew him, he was a
man to be admired because when he was growing up he did not have any one
'"Lucy Laney's niece reminisces about Haines," ibid., January 8,
1974, p. 9. A recent signal honor accorded her, initiated by Gov.
Jimmy Carter, was her selection as one of the first three outstanding
Georgia Negroes. Her portrait unveiled August 11, 1974, now hangs in
the Georgia State House.
nO
John B. Cade, Hoisev—The Incomparable (New York: Pageant Press,





or any thing to inspire him. But in spite of this, he resolved within
himself that he would be a man.
Paine College was one of two private higher educational institu
tions established in Augusta. It was: (1) one of the few private
schools owned and taught by southern white people, (2) the only institu
tion for Negro people maintained by the Methodist Episcopal Church,
South, and (3) the first educational institution for Negroes to be
31
sponsored in the South by southern churchmen of both races. The school
was first known as Paine Institute, being named in honor of Bishop Robert
Paine. Augusta was selected as the site for a private institution for
higher education for Negroes because it was in the middle of the black
population belt that swung in a gentle curve from Maryland to the
western borders of Alabama. The Reverend Morgan Calloway was appointed
32
president. Class work began six months after incorporation in rented
quarters on Broad Street in Augusta. The present site for Paine was
acquired in 1886. In that year the campus looked "more pastoral than
collegiate," with barns, chickens, mules and cultivated fields in addi
tion to classrooms, library and residences. In 19n3» Paine Institute was
re-chartered as Paine College. It continued to provide secondary educa
tion because, as was true of many southern cities, there were no public
high schools for Negroes at that time. It discontinued its preparatory
classes in 19**5 when the first public high school for Negroes was
31
Dorothy Orr, A History of Education in Georgia (Chapel Hill:
The University of North Carolina Press, 1950), p. 372.
32
Willard Range, The Rise and Progress of Negro Colleges in
Georgia 1865-19^*9 (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1951)» p. 2k,
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opened. From the beginning the faculty was interracial. John Wesley
Gilbert was the first graduate in May, 1886 and two years later became
the first Negro faculty member. Following further study at Brown Uni
versity and, on a scholarship, at the American School of Classical
Studies in Athens, Greece, Dr. Gilbert accompanied Methodist Bishop Walter
Russell Lambuth on the journey that brought Christianity to the Central
Congo. There was a struggle to keep the doors open at Paine College,
but despite financial problems common to other private colleges, the
school is still regarded as one of the first-rate private black insti
tutions of higher learning in the South.
Another Augusta Negro leader interested in aiding his people during
this time was the Reverend Daniel McHorton, the founder of the Shiloh
Orphanage in 1895. It housed, fed, clothed, educated children and worked
35
closely with the Richmond County Juvenile Court.
Reverend McHorton explained the purpose of the orphanage as fol
lows:
Our endeavor and our aim are to teach our pupils how to
become farmers, coachman, cooks, laundry help, seamstresses,
house-keepers, blacksmiths, and in fact a trade of ordinary
kind, and especially a good common school education. We have
seven on our board and all have accepted my idea about labor.
The whole colored race of the South or of the United States
should do as the Shiloh Orphanage has done. The inmates here
33
"Taken from the Paine College Catalog, 1967-68, p. 19.
34
Phillip T, Drotning, A Guide to Negro History in America (New
York; Doubleday and Company, 1968), p. W].
35
Writers' Program, op. cit., p. 159.
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must learn how to work. If all colored leaders will give more
attention to labor of our race and not only give attention,
but create enterprises for the colored people, young and old,
build gin-houses, blacksmith shops, form a lumber company,
factories and scientific farming, they will do a service.36
In essence, Reverend McHorton stressed labor and the creation of enter
prises as the avenues by which Negroes would become of some service to
the community.
The reader will notice that Booker T. Washington's philosophy is
expressed in the quotation above, with its stress on vocational train
ing and working with the hands as means of advancing the status of
Negroes. Where Rev. Walker could oppose a "special" kind of vocational
education as best suited for Negro youth, thus placing him in opposition
to Washington's educational philosophy, Rev. McHorton, a contemporary,
could advocate the attainment of useful skills. This division among
Negroes on a national scale, was thus to be found among Negro leaders of
Augusta. Here again is an example of Augusta's Negro community as a
microcosm of the national black world.
36
Rev. Daniel McHorton, "Train the Negro Child to Work," Augusta
Chronicle. August 28, 1907, p. 8.
CHAPTER III
VARIOUS VIEWS OF THE RACE QUESTION: AUGUSTA,
GEORGIA 1900-1910
Through statements given by several Negro leaders of Augusta
and a well known white political leader during this time, one can
realize how each race related socially, economically, politically and
educationally.
At one period in his life a male white southerner who purported to
take the Negro's dream or aspirations seriously was Thomas E. Watson,
born September 5» I856 near Thomason, Georgia. For political reasons,
he temporarily regarded the Negro as neither the incompetent ward of
"White Supremacy," nor as the ward of military intervention, but as ar\
integral part of Southern society with a place in its economy. He
insisted that the Negro was in the South to stay; just as much so as the
white man. "Why is not the colored tenant; the colored laborer with the
2
white laborer?" he asked.
With the new philosophy that Watson was preaching, Negroes began
William W. Brewton, The Life of Thomas E. Watson (Atlanta: Pub
lished by Author, 1926), p. 11.
2
Quoted in C. Vann Woodward, Tom Watson: Agrarian Rebel (New
York: Macmillan Company, 1938), p. 221.
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to turn toward the Populist Party. The masses of whites began to view
the Negro as a political ally bound to them by economic ties and a com
mon destiny, rather than as a slender prop to injured self-esteem in the
3
shape of "white supremacy." Professor C. Vann Woodward points out that
at no time before had the two races come so close together as during the
populist struggles.
This semi miracle was not to last because just two years after
the campaign of 1904, Watson declared "that white people dare not revolt
so long as they can be intimidated by fear of the Negro vote. Once the
'bugboo of Negro domination1 was removed, however, every white man would
act according to his own conscience and judgement in deciding how he
shall vote." With these words, Watson abandoned his dream of uniting
both races against the enemy, and took his first step toward the opposite
extreme in racial views. This position was quite different from the
one he had taken in 1904 when he expressed the following sentiments:
We are not afraid of the negro, are we? We have him in the
hollow of our hands and are going to keep him there. Have we
not done everything to him in the South that we wanted to? The
Democrats have disfranchised him everywhere except Georgia and
here they were afraid of the Populists. He is a veritable hellian
on every other day, except on election day.5
There were about 1,230 registered Negro voters in Augusta in 1900.
Among them were: Ransim Abrams, William Abrams, Anderson Brown, Jesse
3Ibid., p. 222.
Ibid., p. 372.
"Watson Speaks on Negroes at Statesboro," Augusta Chronicle,
November 1, 1904, p. 2.
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Beasley, James Carter, Andy Cloud, Weatley Daniel, William Davis,
Charles Evans, Issac Eubanks, William J. White and S. S. Johnson. It
is interesting to note that some of the important Negro leaders in the
city do not appear on the lists.
The editor of the Augusta Chronicle viewed Negro officeholders
with contempt. The oppositions to Negro appointments to any political
post was caused in part by the impressions whites held that the positions
a Negro held would involve contact with white women. In essence a
Negro's competency in office was not considered; color became the main
priority.
One editor of the Augusta Chronicle, commenting on a specific
Negro appointment, went so far as to declare:
It is an error for the United States government in any of
its departments to impose upon a community a local official
who is personally offensive or distasteful to that community.
There is no theory, no abstract ideal involved in this. The
postmaster of a town is simply a person designated to transact
certain business for the inhabitants, and he must be a person
acceptable to them. Their right to be served agreeably is far
superior to any individual's right to hold a public office.
The appointment of negroes to office in the southern states
has very generally been based upon an inversion of this rule
upon the negro's right to hold office rather than upon the
community's right to be fitly served.8
This narrow view of the newspaper editor no doubt summed up rather
accurately the prevailing views of Augusta's white community to both
Negro voting and office-holding.
"Official List of Registered Voters: City of Augusta: November
3, 1900," ibid., November 13, 1900, pp. 10-16.
Clarence A. Bacote, "Negro Officeholders in Georgia Under Presi
dent McKinley," Journal of Negro History kk (July 1959): 221-22.
g
"Negroes in Office: Republican View," Editorial, Augusta
Chronicle. January 7, 1903* p- *♦•
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The announcement below is illustrative of how white primaries
were used as one device to deny to Negroes an opportunity to participate
in the local electoral process:
Notice is hereby given that a white /underlining mine7 primary
will be held at the following election precincts in the~various
wards in the city of Augusta, and in the Villages of Hepzibah
and Summerville, and in different militia districts of Richmond
County, on Tuesday, May 15* 1900, for State House officers, for
Justices of Supreme Court, for Solicitor General, (Augusta
Circuit), United States Senator, for Congressman, State Senator
and others.9
Even though there were many eligible Negro voters in Augusta,
there are no records available to determine if any had an impact on the
political affairs of the city. According to a long-time resident of
Augusta:
Negroes during this time took things slow and easy. Some
times a small group would try to voice their opinions against
the white man, but as usual it was futile. The word would
spread that there was going to be a meeting of some Negroes
to start trouble and the police would eventually interrupt the
meeting and arrest some people for attempting to "disburb the
peace."10
This was just one citizen's opinion about the struggle among the races.
Another Negro stated that even though he was a small child during this
time, he remembers several members of his family discussing the lynchings
of different Negroes, "most times just because they were black and they
did not jump when they were told to act in a hurry." This kind of
climate in itself would discourage political activity.
Two prominent Negro personalities in Augusta, Rev. C. T. Walker
^"Election Notice," ibid., May 10, 1900, p. 2.
Mr. Guss Bennett, Sr., 85 years of age, private interview held
at his home, Augusta, Georgia, October 13, 1973-
Reverend J. C. Garner, 78 years of age, private interview held
at his home, Augusta, Georgia, October 16, 1973-
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and Miss Lucy Laney, were quite concerned about the race question:
. . . Dr. Walker spoke on 'Some Factors in the Solution of
the Race Problem.1 He mentioned Christianity, education, self-
respect, patriotism, frugality. He deplored, the growing
tendency on the part of educated colored people to ignore God,
and said that the present generation did not take the same
interest in Bible study that the last generation of negroes
took. 'There is no reason for us to give up to doubt and
despair; let us keep our faces turned hopefully toward the
rising sun; I believe that the race problem is going to be
settled; and I believe it is going to be settled in the
South and by the Southern people. You hear some people
saying that God has cursed the negro. Don't you believe it;
nobody has cursed the negro, unless he has cursed himself.'12
Reverend Walker's solution to race problems was by staying close
to God; while Miss Laney also preached Christianity, she went a little
further. She felt that it was up to the Negro women to promote plans
and ideas to improve race relations.
The race needs good women. It needs Godly women, I do not
wish to be understood as saying that good men are not needed.
Men have, duties to perform in life and so have women. There
is a great deal for the intelligent negro woman to do. In
every city there is some settlement, reeking with sin, shame
and ignorance. It should be a special privilege of the intel
ligent negro woman to go into these places carrying light and
gladness. Carry your cooking school there; carry your sewing
circle, your reading club. I don't mean a dramatic club, read
ing Shakespeare, but go there reading some good, simple story
and the Holy Bible.
We need good women along, social lines, to make good, pure
and intelligent homes. We need to direct attention against the
evil of unusual expenditure of money for dress. Every woman
should be neatly attired, but not in clothing beyond legitimate
means to secure.
Let the negro woman fight immorality. Let them go on record
as being as virtuous as any set of women on earth. Men do not
hesitate to say the negro woman is not immoral, but unmoral.
Let the negro woman rise up in her dignity and strength and
prove to the world that this is a base slander.
12
"Rev. C. T. Walker on Race Problems," Augusta Chronicle, July
14, 1908, p. 7.
13
Horace D. Siatter, "Negro Methodist Conference Opens," ibid.,
May 5, 1910, p. 7.
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Miss Laney believed that Negroes should be proud of themselves
long before the phrase "I'm Black and I'm Proud" became fashionable.
She did not suggest that Negro women pattern themselves after white women,
but she did advocate that they use what they had and make something out
of their lives. While the Negro woman was improving the black home,
she should not forget about the black man. In other words, the Negro
woman should cooperate with the Negro man in order to build up his pride
and help the family financially.
Reverend Walker sums up what some Negro leaders were saying to
their people:
A colored man can't afford to do like a white man—that is,
I mean to say, a colored man can't afford to do anything that
is low and degrading. A white man represents only himself.
A negro represents a whole race. When a white man is drunk,
that's just one white man—that isn't the whole white race.
But when a negro is drunk, that negro represents the whole
race and in him the whole race is considered drunk. When one
negro commits rape, as unfortunately I believe is sometimes
true; immediately every negro in the entire race is branded as
a rapist. That is not fair of course, but then it is true that
it is done. So the negro individually must learn to be right,
honest and truthful. He must be on his good behavior all the
time. Then the whole race will be on its good behavior.1**
Reverend Walker understood quite clearly that racial tradition
had long before decreed that undesirable actions of individual blacks
reflected in the eyes of hostile whites actions of the entire race.
The absence of political power in Augusta led Negro leaders to seek
other avenues of advancement. Among them were the techniques of self-
help and the stressing of pride in race.
14
Silas X. Floyd, "Dr. C. T. Walker at the Negro Fair," ibid.,
November 15, 1908, p. 9.
CONCLUSION
Life in Augusta, Georgia from 1900 through 1910 for the non-white
population was no different than in most southern towns. For instance,
there were continuous confrontations between the races and confronta
tions within the race. Police beat Negroes, Negroes all too often
fought other Negroes, and lynching occurred even though it was claimed
in the Augusta Chronicle that lynchings were rarely occurring in Augusta.
A few Negro citizens of today would disagree with this statement for the
reason that some lynchings were not reported.
The best known, or most influential Negro leaders were Rev.
Charles T. Walker, Rev. Silas X. Floyd, Rev. Daniel McHorton, Bishop
Lucius H. Holsey, Walter S. Hornsby, Sr., Solomon Walker and Miss Lucy
C, Laney. Each individual tried to instill in the Negro population, self-
pride. They believed that with selfwpride and resourcefulness, the
Negro race could achieve many things. All preached that Negroes should
remain close to God because without God in one's life, life would not be
worth living. This philosophy emphasizes the important role the church
played in the lives of Negroes. The church was the heart of most of the
Negro's activities. Organizations, such as fraternal and social agencies,
had their origins in the church, with most being formed in the churches.
The Pilgrim Health and Life Insurance Company came about because several
benevolent associations pooled their resources and merged in Augusta.
36
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The Negro in Augusta began to help himself.
The records showed that in Augusta during the early part of the
twentieth century separation of the races on the street cars was pre
cipitated by an accidental killing of a white man by a black man. The
lynching of the accused shortly thereafter is symptomatic of the gen
erally hidden, but always present tensions that existed between the
races.
The evidence revealed that Negroes were tired of how they had
been treated, and many decided to seek their fortunes in other places.
A number of black Augustans took advantage of the reduced railroad
fares and headed for the North where they hoped to find a better life.
This study examined the relationship between the white and non-
white population of Augusta, Georgia from 1900 through 1910. The study
was based on a number of primary sources which were found in the
official records of both the city of Augusta and county of Richmond
along with relevant secondary materials. Since the sources dealing
with black people were not as plentiful as the investigator would




Population Report of Augusta, Georgia in 1910*
For The First Ward
White Colored Total
District 50 1,398 567 1,965
District 51 612 216 828
District 52 2,102 1,344 3,446
Total, First Ward 6,239
For the Second Ward
District 53 1,999 333 2,332
District 54 1,320 917 2,237
District 55 196 1,314 1,510
District 56 1,057 1,057
Total, Second Ward 7,136
For the Third Ward
District 57 735 323 1,058
District 58 1,060 265 1,325
District 59 1,109 601 1,710
District 60 348 1,191 1,539
District 61 124 2,051 2,175
Total, Third Ward 7,807
For the Fourth Ward
District 62 162 1,371 1,533
District 63 1,095 293 1,388
District 64 1,094 264 1,358
District 65 992 87 1,079
District 66 291 700 991
District 67 1,762 200 1,962
District 68 201 2,070 2,271
Total, Fourth Ward 10,582
For the Fifth Ward
District 69 1,112 100 1,212
District 70 1,305 188 1,493
District 71 947 148 1,095
District 72 1,547 63 1,610
District 73 720 48 768
Total, Fifth Ward 6,178
Roy Goodwin, MTo Get Supplemental Report Facts Must Be Had Tues




Following is a comparison of the United States Official Census of











































































Net Increase over Government Census
6,672 7,807
8,291
484 1,135 Increase 1,619 Increase
15,643 10,582
11,126
5,061 Decrease 4,517 Decrease
*The Correct Population of City of Augusta is 41,305, 3,363 more than Incorrect Report of






























1,499 Decrease 1,864 Increase
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United States, 1900s Population (Washington, D. C: Government Printing Office, 1902), p. 100.
bIbid., p. 103.
TABLE VI: Population of School Age, 5 to 20 Years, Inclusive and Population Attending
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TABLE VII: Males of Voting Age Classified by Race and by Citizenship, and Number of








Males of Voting Age
White Negro Native Total Naturalized Papers Filed Alien Unknown
Foreign Born
First Naturl.












Some Negro Churches in Augusta, Georgia 1899 - 1909"
Names Pastors - 1899 Pastors - 1909











12. Good Hope Baptist
13. Gordon Street Baptist

















31. Mt. Zion Second Baptist
32. Nazareth Baptist
33. Nebo Baptist
34. New Hope Baptist
35. Piney Grove
36. Providence Baptist
37. Rock of Ages
38. Sanctified Church
39- Shi Ion Baptist
40. Spring Branch















































































(Former Name: Paine Institute)
1882 Committee composed of representatives of Colored Methodist
Episcopal Church and Methodist Episcopal Church, South,
decided to establish institute, named in honor of Bishop
Robert Paine, then Senior Bishop of the white church* Rev.
Morgan Callaway elected first president.
1883 Chartered.
1884 Rev. George Williams Walker elected president; instruction
begun in rented rooms on Broad Street.
1886 Present site on Fifteenth Street secured at cost of $8,000.
1888 Four-year college course inaugurated with 3 students;
$25,000 endowment given by Moses U. Paine.
1899 Haygood Hall erected.
1902 Sixteen students enrolled in college department; began active
cooperation with Women's Missionary Council of the Methodist
Episcopal Church, South.
1903 Rechartered as Paine College.
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